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Family, Friend and Responsible Party
                      Newsletter 

      September 2014
Dear Strathmere Lodge resident’s family member/friend/responsible party:

Changes and Improvements– We recently purchased special blue stripe peri-cloths and new, improved bed pads for the Lodge.  
Our old “Wanderguard” bracelets and monitoring devices have been replaced with a new “Roam Alert System” to enhance resident safety and security and to minimize wandering risks.
Please remember to close the door behind you when you leave a Resident Home Area [RHA] and wait until the sliding door at the front entrance closes before moving on. Please make sure that you know who it is that you are letting out of the RHA and/or the Home, since the Roam Alert system cannot lock a door while it is still open. 

With the introduction of our new Linen distribution system the old care carts were taken out of service. Our staff are now using the linen exchange carts as the daily nursing care carts. 
The Art Nook in the Rose Room is officially open thanks to funding from our Auxiliary.
Hairdressing Salon- Regretfully, due to security and liability issues, we are no longer allowing families to use the Hairdressing Salon. The Salon is rented out to an independent provider [Kathy Eagleson] who offers hairdressing and barbering services to our residents. 
Family members are welcome to take their residents out to local hair salons and barber shops or, if they wish to cut the resident’s hair on-site, they may do so in the resident’s room. 

Activity Calendar - Don’t forget to pick up and check out the monthly Recreation calendars [available in each RHA [Resident Home Area] and also posted on our website] for events that you may find of interest and would like to attend along with your family member. 
You are encouraged to join us at any time, especially for whole Home events such as:
Geri Fashions - DATE CHANGE- Wed. Oct 15th (not Oct 1st as previously mentioned) 9 am-3 pm

Gary Munn Entertains – Fri. Oct 3rd at 6:30 pm

Mocha Shrine Band –Tues. Oct 7th at 2:00 pm

Oktoberfest with Ross Ward - Fri. Oct 10th at 2:00 pm

Music & More with Bernie & Joyce Preece – Tues. Oct 14th at 2:00 pm

Uptown Dixieland Band entertains – Wed. Oct 22nd at 2:00 pm 
Halloween Party with Franky Baby – Fri. Oct 31st at 2:00 pm
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Change of Season and Change of Clothes – In with fall/winter clothes and out with spring/ summer apparel. If our staff find that certain pieces of your resident’s clothing no longer fit or are out of season they may place these articles on one of the higher shelves in his/her closet as a reminder for you to remove or replace them.

Cable TV Fees- The fees will be increasing to $59.48 monthly effective October 1st.

It has been 2 years since the last increase. 

Market costs for our channel line-up are $67.72; however Hospitality Network is able to provide our residents with this Service at a discounted rate.

Feeling unwell? -  Please do not visit Strathmere Lodge if you or anyone in your home has a cold or symptoms of the “flu” [intestinal or respiratory] and get your annual “flu-shot”.
While in the Home please be sure to use our waterless hand cleanser before and after visiting with your resident, upon entering, and as you are leaving the RHA and the building.

Integrated Assessment Record [IAR] – If you or your resident have not yet completed the IAR consent form please do so and drop it off at our reception area or mail it in to the Lodge ASAP. 

Family & Friends Council- This group of involved and caring friends and family members meets on a regular basis to share information and discuss common issues. 
Next meeting is at 1:30 pm, Monday Oct 6th in the 2nd floor conference room. 
All family and friends of residents of Strathmere Lodge are welcome to attend. 
No pre-registration is necessary. 
Please contact Marcy Welch at ext.226 or at mwelch@middlesex.ca for more information. Minutes of meetings are posted and available for review at our reception desk.
Hairdresser Rates- Will be going up effective Dec. 1st. It’s the first increase since July 2010.

Let me know if you would like to see certain issues addressed in future editions: torvidas@middlesex.ca , 519-245-2520 ext. 222.
Please share a copy of this newsletter with other family members and friends or direct them to our website http://www.middlesex.ca/departments/long-term-care.
Electronic back copies of our newsletters can be found on our website. Hard copies are compiled in binders at both our reception desk and the staff lounge and are available for your review. 
Find additional copies of this edition on our Public Information Board in the main lobby. 
[image: image4.wmf]
Tony Orvidas,    
Administrator 
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